First Friday 

2014 Season

“A Celebration of Cultural Diversity”

The word “Culture” is defined as: the beliefs, customs, and arts of a particular society, group, place, or time. “Culture” connects us as people, on both a local level and worldwide. Over the course of the 2014 season of First Friday events, our goal is to explore and celebrate the myriad of cultures that define us.

From May through October, we invite the community to join us in our celebration of cultural diversity through monthly interactive art projects, performances and education. Join us as we travel through the many facets of culture

May 2nd 2014

Song

The voice is man’s finest instrument. Throughout human history, signing has been an integral part of artistic expression. May’s event will explore how song functions in the context of different cultures.

Potential Performance & Education Opportunities:

*Performance of select arias from Madame Butterfly

*A verbal or visual presentation of the two forms of singing found in traditional opera – recitative & aria (possibly done by an associate of the Performing Arts of Northeast Connecticut or a music teacher from a local school)

*Performance & Presentation of Work Songs

Used in collective tasks to keep rhythm and synchronize movement, work songs have been used in agricultural, industrial, African American, and seafaring traditions (possible resources: Mystic Seaport, Hartford African American Heritage Trail)

June 6th 2014

Dance

Dance is expression through movement – it can tell a story or simply be a way to express emotion. June’s event will explore how dance is a feature of a variety of cultures and is often spontaneous when people gather together.

Potential Performance & Education Opportunities:
*Performance of modern dance by The Complex Performing Arts Centre?

*A presentation of the elements of modern dance (The Complex or local dance school)

*Spontaneous dancing (possibly ‘Flash Mob’ style) by local dance clubs/troops: salsa dancing, swing dancing, belly dancing, line dancing.

*This could be a fun way to turn Main Street into a big dance floor. 

JULY 11th 2014

Theatre 

Theatre is a creative and visual form of story telling that can both entertain and educate. Through the use of colors, props, and character, theatre can be both spectacle and spectacular. July’s event will focus on the creative elements of theatre – with a specific look at children’s theatre & puppetry.

Potential Performance & Education Opportunities:

*Involvement with area schools  - art projects creating a variety of puppets (sock puppets, marionettes, etc.)

*Performance of select scenes from popular children’s plays
August 1st 2014

Architecture

Architecture marries the concepts of form and function. A structure may range from simple to complex. With a nod to local history, this month will feature some of the architectural structures associated with the New England landscape. 

Potential Performance & Education Opportunities:

*An examination of the Native American structures of Connecticut – represented by drawings, paintings, models etc. Accompanied by a presentation about the construction and function of these structures. (Possible resources include a representative from the Mogehan Tribe or from the Mashantucket Pequot Museum and Research Center)

*A look into the buildings of the Connecticut Industrial Revolution, with photographs, drawings and a historical presentation. (Possible resources include the developers of Putnam’s Cargill Falls Mill).

September 5th 2014

Food

Just in time for the local harvest! Culture and the cultivation of land are closely tied. This month we will examine how food and agriculture plays a role in our community.

Potential Performance & Education Opportunities:
*The inclusion of Farmers Markets – filling Main Street with the products of local farms

*A presentation on organic farming in Connecticut 

*Craft Beer & Local Winemaking – presentations and tasting in the Beer Garden.

October 3rd 2014

Folklore

Oral history and story telling is the way important lessons and stories have stayed alive in memory and imagination over the course of human history. With Halloween only weeks away, this final month will focus on the whimsical & spookier elements of folklore & story telling.

Potential Performance & Education Opportunities:

*The Zombie Fashion Show

*Storytelling with local libraries 

*Visual presentations tracing modern monsters to their roots in folklore. (Possible resources include local historians/ university departments in Anthropology, Folklore & English Literature.)

*Art projects including making masks, decorating Mexican “Day of the Dead” skulls and figures, etc.

