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INSPIRING colorful

51 Norwich Rd � Quaker Hill, CT 06375
860.326.0700 � goldenacornstudio.com

W e ' l l  h e l p  y o u  
c u l t i va t e  i t !

Have a 
brill iant idea?

Call today for your free consultation

 Your local Eastern CT graphic 
and web design studio where 
creativy never stops growing.

860-928-1562

450 deerfield road - pomfret - connecticut 

“The Vanilla Bean Café in Pomfret is one of those
rare places that truly has something for everyone...

Oh, yes - the food is truly delicious, too.”
- The Hartford Courant

www.TheVanillaBeanCafe.com

Yankee Magazine Editors’ Pick 2011
Connecticut’s Best Country Café
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Real
Good
Whole FOOD

daily specials
beer & wine
kids menu

breakfast lunch &
dinner

“To Bean or 
not to Bean...?”
...is it really a question?

Celebrating 25 Years 
1989-2014

Yankee Magazine’s - Travel Guide to New England
“One of the outstanding reasons to visit New England.”

Since 1989 The Vanilla Bean Café has
been focused on quality of ingredients
and preparation, using only real, whole,
minimally processed foods. This means
healthier foods for you and your family. 

“This impossibly funky Connecticut restau-
rant is full of character (and characters),

and is truly in a class by itself.”
www.HiddenBoston.com 

Entertainment Every Saturday Night
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The Complex Performing Arts
Centre is a 7500 square foot facility in 
downtown Putnam.  The Complex is an 
education centre in dance, theatre, mu-
sic and creative arts.  The Complex is also 
a performance venue, producing over 20 
shows a year including, dramas, musi-
cals, comedies, dance, children’s theatre, 
original work, student shows, and expe-
riential performance.  We are committed 
to bringing thoughtful and inspirational 
work to the Northeastern CT community 
both in our classroom and on our stage.  
Classes are available to children and 
adults and cater to all levels of technical 
and involvement level.  

The Complex is home to five student com-
panies; The Breakin’ Through Dance Com-
pany (a teen modern conceptual dance 
company), The Northeastern CT Youth 
Ballet Company (a youth ballet company 
for ages 7 to 14), The Choir Escape (a cho-
rus for ages 12 and up that blends music, 
performance, community, collaboration, 
societal issues and self-awareness), The 
Putnam Children’s Chorus (ages 5 to 11 
have the opportunity to study music and 
performance in a fun and supportive at-
mosphere), and Theatre for Kids…by Kids 

( a youth theatre company presenting 
five to seven shows a year of all kinds)  
Our companies are for the student that 
wants to explore the arts at a deeper lev-
el and work in conjunction to our tech-
nique classes.

Our theatre is home to many happenings 
and hosts an event almost every week-
end.  Many projects from local artists 
take shape within these walls.  There is 
something for everyone’s performance 
interests…theatre for the young and old 
and everywhere in between!  

The Complex is located at 95 Front St 
Putnam CT 06260.  
www.thecpac.org 
860.963.7170

Innovate.
M

ove.

LIVE.

Question. 

Activate.

Create.

Exp
lore. Exp

r
ess.Be.

Performing Arts

Dance Theatre
Music  Art
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Randy Anagnostis’ photography can 
best be described as “extremely 

diverse” — a phrase he hears quite often 
and very much appreciates.  While many 
photographers choose to specialize 
in one category or style, Randy has 
purposely attempted to gain experience 
in as many subjects and forms of 
photography as possible. His extensive 
portfolio includes maternity, belly-to-
baby, fashion, glamour, portraitures, 
digital photo-art, product photography 
and so much more!      
   
Born and raised in Yonkers, New York, 
Randy can still remember taking his 
first photographic images at the age of 
five, using an original Kodak Brownie 
camera, a gift from his grandparents.  His 
scrapbooks contain thousands of images 
and decades of photos, from shots of 
the family’s 1956 Dodge, to his current 
contemporary digital photography 
work.  

A graduate of Bryant University in 
Smithfield, Rhode Island, with a degree in 
Business Administration and Marketing, 
Randy is a self-taught photography artist. 
In recent years his focus has been to 
combining his photography with today’s 
technology and creating natural and 

enhanced images.  He has successfully 
created his own artistic presentations of 
his work while continuing to service his 
client’s desires. 
   
Randy says, “My goal is simple—to share 
visions of life and to cause pause in the 
way we visually perceive things.  Those 
of us fortunate enough to have the gift 
of sight carry around with us two of 
the most incredible cameras never to 
be duplicated.  What we see and what 
we experience every day is simply the 
results of the perpetual shutter speeds 
of our mind.”

It
’s

 M
or

e Than Just a Photo

Randy 
Anagnostis 

Photography

Randy Anagnostis Photogrpahy 
specializes in: 
•	 Weddings
•	 Belly-to-Baby
•	 Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
•	 Corporate Photography
•	 Special Events
•	 Photojournalism  

For pictures will last a lifetime contact  
Randy Anagnostis Photography at:
860.550.3390
e-mail: randy@anagnostis.com 
website: randyanagnostis.com

“What we see and what 
we experience every day is 

simply the results of the 
perpetual shutter speeds of 

our mind.”
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The Willimantic Orchestra  is a not-for-
profit community orchestra, affiliated 
with the music program of Eastern Con-
necticut State University.  This  Septem-
ber, the orchestra begins its 33rd season 
(in its current form), rehearsing and offer-
ing concerts in Shafer Auditorium  on the 
ECSU campus in Willimantic CT.  

This season’s concerts will include 
music selections  from   Beethoven’s 
3rd Symphony and a dramatic reading 
of Lichtenberger’s Legend of Sleepy 
Hollow with orchestral background music 
highlighting the story. Both of these pieces 
are presented in October. December will 
include the Sleigh Ride and selections 
from the Nutcracker. Complete programs 
are on the orchestra web site.

The history of the orchestra dates back 
to a predecessor group, the “Euterpean 
Orchestra”, which played its first concert 
on 18 May 1921.  In November 1980, the 
[current] Willimantic Orchestra played 

its premier concert and it has performed 
regularly since then.  After the premier 
conductor, Desmonde Ward Fiondella, 
retired from ECSU, there were a number 
of conductors.  In  1991,  David H. Vaughan 
won the audition for conductor and has 
been with the orchestra since then.  More 
history of the orchestra is available on the 
orchestra web site.

A small town  orchestra with a  BIG sound!

Today, the Willimantic Orchestra provides 
the community and surrounding area 
towns with access to live classical music 
without driving to Hartford. The casual, 
friendly atmosphere, encourages families, 
adults and children, to “come as you are”, 
fancy dress is not required.  The concerts 
are free to the public, however donations 
are gratefully accepted.

For more information about the orchestra:
visit: www.willimanticorchestra.org;  or
contact David Vaughan 
at dhvaughan@charter.net;  
e-mail willimantic.orchestra@gmail.com

All performances are held at Shafer Hall (Eastern CT State University), corner of Windham and Valley Streets Willimantic CT.  
Concert admission is free; donations are gratefully accepted.
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This year The Willimantic Orchestra will play four concerts during their 2013-2014 season:
Fall Concert - Sunday October 27, 2013 at 3:00 pm  • Holiday Concert  - Saturday Dec. 7, 2013 at 7:30 pm 

Winter Concert -  Sunday March 2, 2014 at 3:00 •	Spring Concert - Sunday May 4, 2014 at 3:00 pm 

Concert Series
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“Believe everyone 
               can create 
     something wonderful” 

               Lisa Andrews Owner/Artist

Pablo Picasso once said, “Every 
child is born an artist, the 
problem is how to remain 
an artist once he grows up”.   
I opened Artique because I be-
lieve that everyone can create 
something wonderful and that 
everyone has that childhood 
artist inside.    

My vision for Artique is to create a space 
that is elegant but comfortable, a place 
that is warm relaxing and fun.  It is my 
goal and my passion that everyone in one 
way or another will have the opportunity 
try something new and to leave inspired.  
Through Artique I hope to encourage 

people to try new things, to develop their 
confidence and their skills so that they 
can do anything they set their minds and 
their hearts to doing.       

I was raised in Newport Rhode Island 
and I will never forget the teacher’s 
that first noticed my talents in the Arts.  
I believe those experiences changed 
the direction of my life. Following High 
School, I graduated from The Art Institute 
of Boston, and continued my education 
at Eastern Connecticut State University 
to pursue a degree in Education.  I have 
enjoyed volunteering with many youth 

and civic organizations. I coordinated 
many events and enrichment activities.  
Through those experiences in leadership 
I realized that I just love planning events 
for people of all ages.  

These experiences and my education 
brought me to open Artique.  I have heard 
it said that if you are doing something you 
love you will never “work another day in 
your life”.  Artique is a business in which I 
can use my artistic talents, education and 
training, creative brainstorming bursts,  
my love for working with people or all 
ages, and of course my appreciation for 
wine doesn’t hurt!   

For more information visit
artiqueputnam.com
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d a v i d @ d a v i d l u s s i e r g a l l e r y . c o m

156 River Rd. Willington CT 860-338-3226 www.davidlussiergallery.com

50 SHADES!  
THE MUSICAL*
November 9 | 8 pm
A laugh-out-loud, critically-
acclaimed musical parody of the 
Fifty Shades of Grey phenomenon. 
Sponsored by Olde Mistick Village 
& Blu-Prints Unlimited Inc.

In the Oasis Room 
DAVE DOUGLAS 
QUINTET 
November 21 | 7:30 pm
Grammy-nominated trumpeter, 
composer and educator. 
Sponsored by the Jazz@Garde 
Community Fund.

In the Oasis Room 
CATIE CURTIS 
HOLIDAy CONCERT
December 6 | 8 pm
The “folk-rock goddess” (The New 
Yorker) delivers some of the finest 
material of her career along  with 
holiday favorites.

Eastern Connecticut Ballet’s
THE NUTCRACkER 
December 14 | 1:30 & 7 pm
December 15 | 1:30 pm
A seafaring take of the classic 
Nutcracker story presenting Sara 
Mearns & Jonathan Stafford, NYC 
Ballet Principals. 

MEMPHIS
February 1 | 3 & 8 pm
From the underground dance clubs 
of 1950s Memphis, Tennessee, 
comes this Tony Award-winning 
Broadway musical. Sponsored by 
Olde Mistick Village.

CARLOS NUNEZ BAND
March 5 | 7:30 pm
One of the biggest artists in the 
international World/Celtic music 
scene.

ROCk OF AGES
March 9 | 3 pm
Set in 1987, ROCK is a hilarious, 
rock-n-roll love story where a small 
town girl meets a big city rocker and 
they fall in love to songs of the 80s. 
Sponsored by Bank of America. 

CIRQUE DREAMS ROCkS
April 5 | 8 pm
See this international cast of gravity-
defiers as they perform to a mash-up 
of chart-topping hits. Sponsored by 
The Day. 

DAN HICkS 
& THE HOT LICkS  
April 9 | 7:30 pm
Singer-songwriter Dan Hicks 
debuts on the Garde stage with his 
irresistible sense of rhythm, laid-back 
vocalizing and infamous on-stage wit. 

325 STATe STreeT       New lONDON CT      
www.GArDeArTS.OrG      860 444 7373 x1    

GArDe ArTS CeNTer.  eNTerTAINMeNT.  ArTS.  COMMUNITy.  eDUCATION.

with support from the Connecticut Office of the Arts

coming soon
to the Garde arts center 

For a full season schedule, visit www.gardearts.org.
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Growing up, my parents always 
taught me a main ingredient to 

a happy life is to “find what you’re 
passionate about, and THEN figure 
out how to make a living doing that.”  I 
threw my first pot on the potter’s wheel 
in 1997 at the age of 22.  At that time I 
was completing my Bachelor’s degree in 
English and Creative Writing, minoring 
in Art History, in Montreal, Quebec and I 
had no idea what direction my life would 
take. I have no formal training in clay. I 
learned through watching and practice.  
The art of creating a pot on a spinning 
wheel has been my passion ever since.

In 2002, Meiklem Kiln Works was born. 
A teaching studio that welcomed all 
ages in a tiny building in Yantic, CT. 

YOGA &  
TRANSFORMATION

JANUARY

meiklem kiln works • centerspace wellness studio
46 leBanon rd  BoZraH, ct 06334 • 860.886.8562 • www.mkwcenter.com

cHoose 3 classes a day witH your 1 or 2 day pass! 
or join us a la carte!

YOGA, MOVEMENT, ART, MEDITATION AND ENERGY CLASSES

14TH ANNUAL

Reconnect Retreat Weekend

pottery & Holiday sale

art • yoga • wellness

• weekly yoga classes

• wellness workshops

• professional trainings

• art classes

• healing arts services

• gift shop

novemBer 9-10

saturday, nov 23rd 9am-5pm
sunday, nov 24tH  9am-2pm

WINTER ARTS &  
WELLNESS FAIR

FEBRUARY

COMING IN 2014

gift certificates available
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Thirteen years later the pottery studio, 
now located in Bozrah, CT, occupies a 
property with two buildings that house 
an art studio, gift shop, three yoga 
studios, and more than 20 wellness 
professionals. The nurturing community 
of like-minded, creative individuals 
that frequent the property supports a 
myriad of art, yoga and wellness classes 
each year. 

Teaching pottery and yoga to all ages 
often means sacrificing my own practice 
time to the daily requirements of the 
business, but the opportunity to share 
my passions with others fills me with 
gratitude. Much like a pot being formed 
on the wheel, life can pull and push us 
at a dizzying pace. The key is in how we 
learn to ‘get centered’, go with the flow 

Lyndsay R. Meiklem Kiln

and accept change with ease and grace.
We hope to see you at one of our 
upcoming annual events:

Reconnect Weekend Retreat: 
Nov 9-10 (choose from art, yoga & well-
ness workshops)
Pottery & Gift Shop Sale:
November 23-24
Winter Arts & Wellness Fair
February 2014

YOGA &  
TRANSFORMATION

JANUARY

meiklem kiln works • centerspace wellness studio
46 leBanon rd  BoZraH, ct 06334 • 860.886.8562 • www.mkwcenter.com

cHoose 3 classes a day witH your 1 or 2 day pass! 
or join us a la carte!

YOGA, MOVEMENT, ART, MEDITATION AND ENERGY CLASSES

14TH ANNUAL

Reconnect Retreat Weekend

pottery & Holiday sale

art • yoga • wellness

• weekly yoga classes

• wellness workshops

• professional trainings

• art classes

• healing arts services

• gift shop

novemBer 9-10

saturday, nov 23rd 9am-5pm
sunday, nov 24tH  9am-2pm

WINTER ARTS &  
WELLNESS FAIR

FEBRUARY

COMING IN 2014

gift certificates available
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November 1, 2, 8, 9, 10, 14, 15 & 16, 2013 

February 7, 8, 9, 13, 14, 15 & 16, 2014 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

13th Annual Chocolate Festival and Auction 
October 19, 2014 

 

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever 
December 12, 13, 14 & 15, 2014 

MAIN STAGE 
EVENTS 

Burton Leavitt Theatre, 779 Main Street, Willimantic 

(860) 423-2245   windhamtheatre@aol.com 

www.windhamtheatreguild.org 

Abigail’s Jewel Box
Large & Exciting Selection - Professional & Trustworthy

76 Main Street • Putnam, CT 06260 •860-928-1300 • abigailsjewelbox.com

Pretty Jewelry. Friendly Prices.

Buy
Sell

Trade

♦ Better Quality Diamonds
♦ Beautiful Engagement Rings
♦ Anniversary Bands
♦ Antique Jewelry 

♦ Top Quality Estate & Gemstone Jewelry
♦ Excellent Custom Work
♦ Fine Jewelry Restoration & Repairs
♦ Large Selection of Sterling Silver

WE BUY YOUR OLD, BROKEN or UNWANTED JEWELRY.

Serious buyers who ALWAYS pay the highest prices immediately
for Gold, Gold & Silver Coins, Coin Collections, Gold Watches, Platinum,
Diamonds (1/2 ct and up), Sterling Flatware, Sterling Tea Sets, Foreign

Military Medals & More! - Extra Paid for Fine Jewelry.

Tri-State Area’s Largest & Best Independent Jewelry Store.
“It’s Always Worth the Trip to Abigail’s!”

In the         of downtown Putnam

GEMOLOGIST & MASTER JEWELER ON PREMISES

We Carry Old    And New

Open
Thurs-Sunday

11am-6pm

Directly across from Bella’s Bistro

We have 
happy clients.

 Paint. Relax. 

www.artiqueputnam.com
75 Main Street, Putnam, CT 06260  •  860. 933.2221

Have Fun. Drink Wine.
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866 Main Street
Willimantic, CT  
860-456-8548

Swift Waters Artisans’ Cooperative
For Great Holiday Gifts

Together
Hand Made

Sustaining

Join Us:    November 15th 5-7 pm
Celebrating 10 Years of Cooperation and Art

Special Guests:
Classical Guitar and Mandolin

Music by Mark and Beverly Davis

HIC-0630038

150  Thornbush Rd · Mans�eld, CT 06260
860.428.5506     chris@gutterguysct.com

Why choose Chris the Gutter Guy?
- 20+ years of experience 
- We use only top line matrials that withstand 
   the test of time and weather
- We custom fabricate gutters systems
- Free, no obligation estimates

Gutter Installation · Repair · Cleaning
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tep back in time… Picture 
a peaceful serene setting 
where professionals come 

to create; to think deeply; 
and to collaborate… a place 
where sight and sound foster 
synergistic outcomes. It’s real. 
It exists. It’s The Mill Works.

The Mill Works, a historic landmark 
in Willington, CT, offers over 30,000 
square feet of unique and inspiring 
work space available to creative 
professionals. Originally home to 
Gardner Hall Jr. Company, a bustling 
19th century enterprise considered 
the first spooled thread manufacturer 
in the US, is now a community of 
fine artists, small businesses, and 
entrepreneurs engaged in the creative 
process.

Suites at The Mill Works range in size 
from 150 square feet to 7,500 square 
feet.  
Work spaces combine wood and brick 
with an abundance of natural light, 
water views and sounds to provide an 
inspirational environment for creative 
thought. This historic setting enhanced 
with current technology offers a 
peaceful and productive workplace 
where ideas become reality.

Medical Software Development

Come realize your creative passion... 
develop concepts in the privacy of 
your own space; sketch and write on 
the deck overlooking Hall’s Pond; or 
paint on the water’s edge... Join us at 
The Mill Works… The Place to Create.

Please contact us at anytime to 
discuss current space availability 
or to schedule a site visit. We offer 
competitive rates and flexible terms, 
and waiting lists are also available.

For more information contact: 
Tom Buccino 
Tel:  518-791-9474
Email: info@themillworks.us
Website: www.themillworks.us

10

Design & Illustration

Plein Air Painter

A new energy has recently been 
infused into The Mill Works as part of 
an exciting long range development 
process. Plans are being discussed 
to transform The Mill Works into 
a cultural destination centered in 
Northeastern Connecticut. Concepts 
to add a distinctive art gallery, and 
create a flexible performance venue 
and event space are on the drawing 
board. 



The Little House is an early American farmhouse (pre-1800) 
located in Pomfret, Connecticut, in a secluded storybook location 

on 145 acres. It is nestled in the forest, far away from the stress of daily 
life. Furnished with period country antiques, guests feel transported 
into the 18th century, until they slide back a door to find a modern 
kitchen with a view over an orchard and a pond, and a newly updated 
bathroom.  No smokers or pets are permitted.  Wifi, TV and DVD 
player are discreetly included.

The Little House is a fully equipped house,
which rents by the night, weekend or week. 

For Short Term Rental Call 860-961-4607

littlehouse Ad.indd   1 10/2/13   8:13 AM

ART CENTER
art classes    gallery    handmade gifts    local artists

 75 MAIN STREET #3, DOWNTOWN PUTNAM CT
860.928.2900 | SILVERCIRCLEGALLERY.COM

CELEBRATING 5 YEARS OF ART IN NECTCELEBRATING 5 YEARS OF ART IN NECT

visit our
website

like us
on facebook

 acclaimed local & regional artists
rotating exhibits and gallery openings

handcrafted gifts in all  price ranges
art classes & workshops for all  ages

.............................................................

.............................................................
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Celebrating 10 years of Art and 
Opportunity Swift Waters is a worker-

owned cooperative located in the heart of 
Downtown Willimantic, Connecticut. Our 
gift store carries a wide array of goods. 
Pottery, Jewelry, Textiles, 
Clothing, Prints, Fine Art, 
and Photography are but 
some of the unique items 
available for sale at our 
retail store. Our gallery 
is eclectic and ever 
changing. Visit us today 
to see what the Windham 
arts community has to 
offer! 

A Little History: In 2003 
a group of residents 
joined together to form 
December Artisans, 
an impromptu and 
temporary store where 
artists  and crafts people 
could show and sell their 
wares. Willimantic loved it and wanted 
more. By the next year the original group 
had grown to almost 100 members. We 
renamed ourselves, incorporating as Swift
Waters Artisans’ Cooperative, and 
opened our doors.

TheCooperative Model: Unlike most 
gift shops and galleries, Swift Waters is 
owned and operated by its members. 
We all share in the ups and downs of the 
business. We are here to stay. Member-

owners might come and go, but the 
backbone of the business remains.
Because member artisans operate 
the store you will always find an artist 
available to assist, often the man or 

woman who made 
the very piece you 
are interested in.

Feeling Creative? 
New members are 
always welcome 
at Swift Waters. If 
you are interested 
in becoming part 
of our cooperative 
business call or stop 
by. Learn more at 
www.SwiftWaters.
org.
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A Decade of 
Cooperation & Art

Friday, November 15th  
5-7pm

Featuring award winning classic  
guitar & mandolists 

Mark & Beverly Davis.  

Meet new & established artists, 
and do a little holiday shopping 

while being serenaded.  

866 Main Street Willimantic
Wine and “nibbles” will be served
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YOGA &  
TRANSFORMATION

JANUARY

meiklem kiln works • centerspace wellness studio
46 leBanon rd  BoZraH, ct 06334 • 860.886.8562 • www.mkwcenter.com

cHoose 3 classes a day witH your 1 or 2 day pass! 
or join us a la carte!

YOGA, MOVEMENT, ART, MEDITATION AND ENERGY CLASSES

14TH ANNUAL

Reconnect Retreat Weekend

pottery & Holiday sale

art • yoga • wellness

• weekly yoga classes

• wellness workshops

• professional trainings

• art classes

• healing arts services

• gift shop

novemBer 9-10

saturday, nov 23rd 9am-5pm
sunday, nov 24tH  9am-2pm

WINTER ARTS &  
WELLNESS FAIR

FEBRUARY

COMING IN 2014

gift certificates available

Visit www.weissandhale.com  to learn more about our Financial 
Services Team offering wealth management to individuals & not-for-profits.

697 Pomfret Street (Rt 169), Pomfret Center, CT 06259
TEL 860.928.2341 | info@weissandhale.com

Se c u r i t i e S  a n d ad v i S o ry Se rv i c e S  o f f e r e d t h r o u g h co m m o n w e a lt h fi n a n c i a l ne t w o r k me m b e r finra/SiPc,  a re g i S t e r e d in v e S t m e n t ad v i S e r. 
f i x e d i n S u r a n c e P r o d u c t S a n d S e rv i c e S  o f f e r e d t h r o u g h we i S S  & ha l e fi n a n c i a l,  llc a r e S e Pa r at e a n d u n r e l at e d to co m m o n w e a lt h.

Offering the Art of 
Preservation

to the Quiet Corner
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Melanie Johnston and Joan Blade 
Johnson are Hampton-based fi-

ber artists who work, teach and exhibit 
fiber art together. They teach a variety 
of fiber art and surface design classes in 
the New England area and have exhibited 
their work in the United States and Eu-
rope.

Melanie Johnston uses commercial and 
hand dyed cotton and silk as well as 
any other interesting fabric that catches 
her attention. She is a bit of a surface 
design technique “junkie” and enjoys 
experimenting with all possible ways 
to transform textile to art.  In addition 
to several dyeing methods, she enjoys 
printing, stamping, and applying glitter, 
foil, oil paint sticks, colored pencil, bead-
ing, Angelina© fiber, painted/distressed 
Tyvek©, and paper to add depth and rich 
texture to her artwork.

Joan Blade Johnson has long been inter-
ested in all things fiber related begin-
ning with traditional quilting.  In the last 
several years she has become fascinated 
by the entire creative process involved 
in composing fiber art pieces using non-
traditional methods and materials to 
achieve her artistic esthetic inspired by 
nature and original nature photography. 

This year, the pair of artists collaborated 
on a fiber art piece that was juried into an 
international exhibit that opened in Ge-
neva, Switzerland at the United Nations 
headquarters building, the Palais de Na-
tion and ran the month of July before re-
turning to the United States to tour other 
venues. The fiber art piece depicts a large 
yellow-gold sun with fabric-collaged rays 
of sunlight in shades of yellow and blue 
quilted onto an iridescent “aura.”

We belong to Studio Art Quilt Associates, 
an international art quilt organization,and 
started a 8 member Art Quilt Group in 

our area but we have also joined several 
art guilds- to get some art cross training 
and inspiration. We find people respond 
well to our work as art but there are still 
some who think anything 3 layers and 
stitched belongs on a bed. We are out to 
prove them wrong!

We enjoy making our own fabric and ev-
ery Tuesday morning Melanie hosts “wet 
studio” hours in her basement. During 
that time 1-5 or 6 artists can be found 
dyeing, painting, screening and much 
more to created interesting design on 
fabric

To see where they are exhibiting and 
teaching next, check this website: www.
melaniejohnstonfiberart.com 

The art of working with 

Fiber

Photos:
Left Corner : Trio NMB • Curvaceous • Rusty Implements
Background: Hand dying techinque

Rusty Implements -  (Joan) a “rust-
ed” piece. made by placing rusted 
old item with interesting shapes 
on white fabric with vinegar and 
water. Leave outside for a day or 
so and you get some very cool sur-
face design. 

Corn - (Melanie) a piece made with colored pencil 
on fabric, then quilted. 

Dark Circles - (Melanie) a piece 
made using a soy wax batik 
method and quilting in circles 
with couched yarn.

Clematis - (Joan) an original photo by 
Joan, printed on to fabric, then extended 
with silk fab other fabric applique. 
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Each year thousands of people gather 
to celebrate their Scottish heritage 

at the Scotland Highland Festival.  
This year will be no different with the 
coming of this year’s 26th annual festival 
in Scotland, CT at the Edward Waldo 
Homestead on October 13.  It is the place 
to enjoy traditional Scottish music and 
dance, taste Scottish fare like “Bubble & 
Squeak” and meat pies while exploring 
the country’s heritage and having fun.

While here guests can watch athletic 
competitions that include the sheaf 
toss, caber toss and stone throw.  Enjoy 
watching hearty men and women use 
all their strength to heave large rocks 
and toss the greatest distance.  Don’t 
forget the music! There are bagpipe 
and highland dance competitions to as 
well.  Come and sit, listen and toe tap 
along with the beat!  Don’t forget to 

stop by Clan Village! Here you can learn 
about your Scottish roots and historic 
information.  

Come out for a day in the highlands, toss 
a rock, and enjoy the rich heritage of 
Scotland! 
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•	 Solo Piping and Drumming 

Competition
•	 Highland Dance Competition
•	 Athletic Competition
•	 Drum Major Competition

    
•	 Harp Circle
•	 Charlie Zahm
•	 Teresa Whitaker & Frank Schwartz
•	 RUNA

    
•	 Sheep Dog Demonstration
•	 Highland Cattle

Braemar Stone • Open Stone • Caber	•	
Heavy	WFD	•	Sheaf	•	Light	WFD
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www.thompsonrec.org 

Something Special is  
Happening in Thompson 

860-923-9440 
815 Riverside Drive 

N. Grosvenordale, CT 

Activities for Al1 Ages 
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Themed Tea Events
Celebrations offers Monthly Themed 
Afternoon Tea Events year round, open 
to all by reservation. Every month we 
have a new theme. There are two dates 
scheduled for each month, on a Thurs-
day afternoon and a Saturday afternoon. 
The tea room decor and the menu cre-
atively reflect the theme. Menus are not 
given out ahead of time, to heighten 
your anticipation! You may view sample 
past tea menus or current and upcom-
ing teas.

Afternoon themed teas are multi-course, 
multi-dimensional occasions that fea-
ture assorted savories & tea sandwiches 
as well as Celebrations’ delectable scones 
and biscotti plus a variety of sweets. The 
perfect freshly brewed specialty tea 
complements the theme and menu.

To learn more about our tea events 
please visit our website at: celebrations-
shoppes.com

Celebrations Gallery exhibits and 
sells a diverse collection of original 

art by artists and artisans, balancing me-
dium, genre and style with a bit of un-
expected whimsy – all within ten rooms 
and two floors of a spacious 1885 Queen 
Anne Victorian. Our 5,000-square-foot 
space with 12-foot ceilings affords a lot 
of area to hang artwork!

We offer a great selection of oil paintings, 
watercolors, mixed media, functional art, 
pottery, hand-blown and fused glass, 
photography, sculpture, woodworking, 
jewelry and more.

Artists, artisans and designers from 
the local area are featured as well as 
throughout New England.

Greetings from “The Shops at Sawmill,” 
conveniently located at #306 on scenic 
Route 169 in South Woodstock, CT.   Our 
mission is to be a community market & 
showplace;  we are a proud supporter of 
local artists, craftsmen, and tourism in 
Northeast Connecticut, and also a new 
Community Partner of Windham Arts.   

As you enjoy your travels through the 
winding back roads of the “Quiet Corner,” 
be sure to stop in and say hello.  On a 
brisk fall day or a chilly winter day, you 
will be warmly welcomed by our friendly 
staff at “The Shops.”  Your senses will be 
delighted here, as you enter and see 
our beautiful, creative, and sometimes 

unusual and whimsical artwork.  Enjoy 
a complimentary cup of hot coffee or 
cider while you browse our growing 
collection of artwork, handcrafts, and 
“cottage industry” product displays.  
We have the “scents” of the season with 
our locally made candles.  We proudly 
feature the “tastes” of native maple 
syrups and honey, hot sauces and 
condiments, and gourmet spreads from 
Woodstock Hill Preserves.  (Our favorite 
indulgence is the Lavender-Infused 
Honey or Lavender Jelly!)    Glance 

through some of our current brochures 
that highlight other businesses in NE 
CT and in Massachusetts or view some 
upcoming events on our community 
bulletin board. 

We carry a variety of artwork ranging 
from ocean-scene paintings;  to “carved” 
driftwood fish; artwork of past & present 
teachers, and some traditional and NON-

traditional stained glass works.  

We also offer hand-crafted ladies’ purses, 
totes, and shopping bags;  an organic 
skin care line, hand-painted slate wares; 
local pottery;  quiltworks and placemats;  
hair fashion accessories;  photography 
greeting cards…and so much more!  

We offer a delightful mix of all that is 
GREAT here in our area and we hope that 
there is SOMETHING here for EVERYONE!  
We wish to thank all who supported 
us in making our Grand Re-Opening in 

September such a HUGE success, and we 
look forward to continuing to support 
our community, artists and craftsmen.  
We are anxiously awaiting YOUR arrival, 
as you make your way “passing through” 
our town.  See you soon!
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Phone:  860-572-9578 
Email: info@mysticchamber.org
www.mysticchamber.org
Cost:  Free
Date:  November 30, 2013
Time:  6:00 pm-9:00 pm
Description:  The tree lighting takes 
place at 6:00pm in the Mystic River Park 
and is followed by a spectacular boat 
parade.

Santa and Mrs. Claus in Olde Mistick 
Village
Olde Mistick Village
27 Coogan Blvd.
Mystic, CT  
Phone: 860-536-4941
Contact: Mary Jane Cassidy 
mjcassidy@oldemistickvillage.com
www.oldemistickvillage.com
Cost:  Free
Dates: November 29-30, 2013 
Time:  12:00 noon–3:00 pm
Description: Santa and Mrs. Claus will 
be greeting children on Friday and 
Saturday from 12-3 p.m. in the Meeting 
House. Please bring your own camera.

10th Annual Niantic Holiday Stroll
East Lyme Villages of Niantic and 
Flanders
Liberty Green, Niantic (at the corner of 
Main Street and Pennsylvania Avenue)
Niantic, CT  
Phone: 860-333-4337, Rita Rivera
www.discovereastlyme.com
Cost:  Free
Date:  November 30, 2013
Time: 3:00-7:00 pm
Description: This family-friendly day 
features horse-drawn carriage rides, 
professional holiday carolers strolling 
the quaint shop-lined streets of Niantic, 
complimentary hot cider and cocoa 
on the green, a “Snow-Flake Drop” 
featuring discounts and giveaways at 
local shops and restaurants, and more. 
Santa arrives on a shiny red fire truck 
to the town green just in time for a tree 
lighting ceremony at 5:00 pm on Liberty 
Green.

Mystic Restaurant Week
Downtown Mystic
Mystic, CT 
Phone:  860-572-9578
Email: info@mysticchamber.org
www.mysticchamber.org
Cost:  Prices per restaurant.
Dates:  November 4-10, 2013
Times:  lunch and dinner only 
Description:  Mystic Restaurant Week 
offers one price dining for lunch and 
dinner all week long.  Enjoy some of 
the Mystic area’s finest restaurants. 
Sample specialties and multiple courses 
all for one low price. Mystic Restaurant 
Week will include restaurants in Groton, 
Stonington and Mystic Connecticut.

Santa Arrives by Tugboat in Mystic
Mystic River Park & Mystic River
10 Cottrell Street
Mystic, CT
Phone:  860-572-9578 

Email: info@mysticchamber.org
www.mysticchamber.org
Cost:  Free
Date:  November 30, 2013
Time:  2:00–3:00 pm 
Description:  Take part in the thrill as 
Santa Claus arrives in Mystic on the 
John Paul tugboat. Precisely at 2:00 
pm, Santa will arrive at the dock of the 
Mystic River Park.  He will greet the 
crowds and listen to all the children’s 
holiday wishes. Come and enjoy the 
Christmas carols while waiting for Santa 
to arrive.

Mystic Tree Lighting & Lighted 
Holiday Boat Parade
Mystic River & Mystic River Park
10 Cottrell Street
Mystic, CT 

19



Holiday Dazzle Light Parade in 
Putnam
Downtown Putnam & Rotary Park
Putnam, CT  
Phone:  860-928-1350
putnambusiness.org
Cost:  Free
Date:  December 1, 2013  
Time:  5:00 pm
Description: One of Northeastern 
Connecticut’s biggest and brightest 
traditions! Families, businesses, and 
civic groups decorate their cars, floats 
and even their cows with thousands 
of festive holiday lights. For more 
information, visit www.winyradio.com.

Mystic Stroll Historic Downtown 
Mystic
Mystic, CT
Phone: 860-572-9578
info@mysticchamber.org
www.mysticchamber.org 
Cost:  Free
Date:  December 3, 2013
Time:  6:00-9:00 pm
Description:  Stroll the festive streets of 
Historic Downtown Mystic, and listen to 
the carolers rejoice in the holiday spirit. 
Merchants will keep their shops open 
late so everyone can get a head start on 
their holiday shopping while enjoying 
hot cider and cookies in the shops. 

Stonington Borough Holiday Stroll
Wadawanuck Square
Stonington Borough, CT  06378
Phone: 860-572-9578
www.stoningtonboroughct.com 
Cost:  Free
Date:  December 6, 2013
Time: Tree lighting at 5:30 pm

Description:  The one and only Annual 
Stonington Borough Holiday Stroll.  
Featuring the annual tree lighting at 
Wadawanuck Square, caroling, horse 
& carriage rides, open stores, free cider 
and hot chocolate. Enjoy the beauty 
and charm of the Borough at this 
wonderful family event! 

Groton Lights Parade
Groton, CT
Phone: 860-572-9578
http://www.grotonbiz.com/
event/12/4863-3
Cost:  Free
Date:  December 7, 2013
Time:  5:00 pm
Description:  Annual Holiday Lights 
Parade in Groton.  . Immediately after 
the parade, Santa Claus will light the 
holiday tree on the green at the Groton 
Shopping Plaza. Caroling, pictures with 
Santa, and gifts for the children round 
out the fun of our post-parade party.   

Olde Mistick Village Holiday Carnival
27 Coogan Boulevard
Mystic, CT 
Phone: 860-536-4941
info@oldemistickvillage.com
http://www.oldemistickvillage.com/
event.aspx?id=21
Cost:  Free
Date:  December 7, 2013
Time:  1:00-4:00 pm 
Description:  Come to Olde Mistick 
Village for an exciting day of events and 
activities at our shops and around the 
village. Outdoor Events: Fly By Night 
Comedy Jugglers-1:00–4:00 pm. Festive 
Brass- 2:00-3:30 pm. The Fabulous Stilt-
walking Santa – 1:00-4:00 pm. Roaming 
Colorful Costumed Characters –1:00-
3:00 pm. Holiday Hayride – 12:00-3:00 
pm. ($1.00 per person), and more! Store 
Events - most stores have drawings for 
gift certificates or free entertainment. 
More information forthcoming.

25th Annual Niantic Light Parade & 
Winterfest 2013
Sponsored by Windham Chamber of 
Commerce
Main Street
Niantic, CT 
Phone: 860-389-1301
For more information about 2013 Light 
Parade contact Tanya at tpatten@
earthlink.net
For more information about Winterfest 
contact Mike at eastlymeparks@gmail.
com www.discovereastlyme.com
https://www.facebook.com/
ELWinterFest
Cost:  Free
Date:  December 7, 2013
Time:  Beginning at noon
Description: Two great events, one 
awesome holiday tradition.  The day 
starts with the 2013 Winterfest, which 
will take place from 12:00-5:00. This 
prelude to the parade will feature the 
popular Chowder & Chili Cook-off, 
Pictures with Santa, Magic Shows, a 
Scavenger Hunt, Face Painting, Horse 
Drawn Carriage Rides, Ice Sculptures 
and much, much more!  Beginning at 
5:00 pm, come see the beautifully built 
and lighted parade floats, dance groups 
and Santa himself as they parade down 
beautiful Main St. in Niantic.  
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Niantic/East Lyme Restaurant Week 
Dates: January 20 - 31, 2014

Bousquet’s Ice Fishing Tournament 
Valley Springs Sportsman’s Club
65 Valley Road
North Grosvenordale, CT 06255
Phone:  860-774-5821
Contact:  Jeff Bousquet
www.valleyspringssportmansclub.com
Cost:  $50
Date:  February 9, 2014
Time:  8:00 am-1:00 pm
Description:  Open to the public. 
Bousquet’s Ice Fishing Tournament 
is open to the public. Entry is $50. 
Proceeds to local charity. There will be 
20 tagged fish among a stock of 250. 
One fish is tagged for a 3-5 K prize. 19 
others are tagged with lesser amounts.

The Romantic Willimantic Chocolate 
Festival 
Main Street
Willimantic, CT  06226
Phone: 860-423-6389
Contact:  Lynn Duvall, 860-428-7573
www.RomanticWillimantic.org
Cost:  Free
Date:  February 15, 2014
Time:  11:00 am-3:00 pm with 6:30 pm 
soiree
Description:  Over 30 Willimantic 
businesses will serve up chocolate-
based treats throughout the festival. A 
soiree and cabaret begin at 6:30 pm.

Cabin Fever Festival and Charity 
Chowder Cook-off at Olde Mistick 
Village
Olde Mistick Village
Exit 90 off I-95
Mystic, CT 06355
Phone:  860-536-4941
oldemistickvillage.com
Cost:  Free
Date:  February 22, 2014
Time:  11:00 - 4:00 pm but please check 
times with Olde Mistick Village
Description:  Beat cabin fever! Come 
sample chowders of all varieties made 
by chefs region wide while strolling 
the grounds of this New England style 
shopping village. 11th Annual Mystic Irish Parade

Downtown Mystic
Mystic Seaport to Water Street
Mystic, CT 06355
http://www.mysticirishparade.org/
Date:  March 23, 2014
Time:  1:00 pm 
Description:  Parade route runs 
from Mystic Seaport to Water Street 
in downtown Mystic. 1:00pm start. 
Please use website for all information 
and downloadable route and guide. 
The annual event has close to 2000 
participants and 30,000 spectators 
making it the largest single day event 
in the area. The Mystic parade starts at 
Mystic Seaport’s South Lot and heads 
into Historic Downtown Mystic where 
the parade’s “marquis act” will perform.
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Pumpkins & Gourds & Mums, Oh My! 
Dates: September 28 - October 27, 2013
Meet the Artists Opening Reception Sat-
urday, Sept 28th, 5-8PM
Description: Multi-faceted pieces with a 
festive fall-time twist and let the beauty 
of the autumnal season in all its blazing 
glory inspire them.

Artists’ Open Studios Self-Guided 
Tour Northeastern CT Studios
Phone: 860-916-4232
www.aosct.org
Cost:  Free
Dates: November 29, 30, December 1 
and December 7, 8 2013
Time: 10:00 am-5:00 pm
Description:  The Artists’ Open Studio 
tour is a free, self-guided art adventure. 
There are over 80 artists who work in 
a wide variety of mediums and styles 
in the region. The Artists Open Studios 
brochure will be printed and ready 
for distribution in September. It will 
contain a complete listing of artists and 
directions to their studios, a map of the 
entire tour area, and sample images of 
work from a number of artists.  You can 
download the pdf of our brochure on 
the web site. The artists are happy to 
assist you in getting from one studio 
to another during the tour. * If you 
are beginning your tour on Friday, 
November 29th, please make sure your 
choices are open.  Not everyone will be 
participating on “Black Friday.”

5th Annual Small Works, Artful 
Treasures Exhibition 
Dates: Nov 2, 2013 - Jan 5, 2014
Meet the Artists Opening Reception 
Saturday, November 2, 4-7PM 
Description: During this exhibition, 
Celebrations offers a variety of “Small 
Works” original artwork all less than 200 
square inches and priced under $200, 
with a variety of price points.   Sales 
from this exhibition support the local 
artist community and enable gift-
givers to present the cherished gift of 
original artwork to loved ones.  Glass 
ornaments, painted and embellished 
by artists, is an additional offering to 
celebrate the 5th year of this event.

Hygienic XXXIV: Salon des 
Indépendants
Hygienic Art, Inc.
79 Bank Street
New London, CT 06320
Phone:  860-443-8001
gallery@hygienic.org
www.hygienic.org 
Dates:  January 25 – February 8, 2014
Description:  Hygienic Art’s Salon 
des Indépendants will run January 25 
through February 8, 2014. This will be 
the 35th anniversary of the annual 
arts free-for-all.  As always the rules 
are simple: one piece per artist, all are 
welcome, no judge, no jury, no fees, and 
no censorship. 
The art show is generally not suitable for children of any age due 

to the graphic nature of some of the art. 18+ recommended.

China through an Artist’s Eyes 
with Kathleen Zimmerman 
Phone:860-928-5492
www.celebrationsshoppes.com
Date: February 8, 2014 
Time:1-3pm

Location: Celebrations
330 Pomfret Street, Pomfret Center, CT 
Description: A intimate journal con-
taining prints from Kathleen Faye Zim-
merman’s graphite drawings along with 
insights into both their meaning and 
China.

The Impact of French Impressionism 
with Jackie Peterson
Phone:860-928-5492
www.celebrationsshoppes.com
Date: March 29, 2014
Time: 1-3pm
Location: Celebrations
330 Pomfret Street, Pomfret Center, CT
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855 Bolton Road • Storrs, CT 06268
860.427.7888 • 860.427.7850 (Fax)

On campus across from Storrs Center 

www.nathanhaleinn.com

Explore!
Ballard Museum of Puppetry at Storrs Center

J. Robert Donnelly Husky Heritage Sports Museum
UConn Dairy Bar & Farm Tour

Nathan Hale Homestead
The Last Green Valley

Jorgensen Center for Performing Arts & 
CT Repertory Theatre

William Benton Museum of Art
UConn Husky Athletics

CT State Museum of Natural History 

Full service hotel featuring a Tavern, Dining Room, & 
event space for meetings and weddings.

Your perfect
Connecticut

Get Away
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“An outing to 85 Main can make you feel like you’ve been on vacation” - Worcester Telegram & Gazette

85 main

 main58
American Fusion Cuisine  

fresh, local, organic, sustainable, 
artistically driven ingredients

Casual Fine Dining
inviting & contemporary bar 

atmosphere, seasonal outdoor dining

   Chef Osaki 
          ~ Sushi Master

Featured on NBC’s show, “The Feast”
Featured on WCVB’s, “Chronicle”

Chef/Owner James Martin voted
 one of three Top Chefs in CT,  2011

Connecticut Restaurant Association

Winner of 6 Best of CT Awards
“Best Bar” Statewide Runner-Up CT Magazine Reader’s Choice

“Best Mac n’ Cheese in CT” 
CT Magazine 2008-2011

85 Main St. Putnam CT   •  www.85main.com   •   860.928.1660

Seafood • Steak • Sushi • Raw Bar • Vegetarian • Full Bar • Creative Cocktails 
Extensive Wine List • Gluten Free • Inspired Daily Specials • Gift Cards Available • Private Dining Room

HHHH              “Plated Perfection”   
            Worcester Telegram & Gazette, 2010 

enjoy our
raw bar, sushi,

lunch, dinner, or
late night bar menu

served daily
11:30am to

11:00pm

COME. SIT. STAY.

IT IS ALL ABOUT THE QUALITY

We would like you to know…

We use high quality, seasonal, freshly-prepared foods,
we make all of our own soups and chili, and we purchase
specialty items from a variety of vendors, including local
growers, producers and suppliers.

Northeastern Connecticut’s newest 
European/American café, offering something for 

everyone from early morning to late at night.

One Dog Lane
Storrs Center

Storrs, Connecticut

Coffee

Lattes

Smoothies

Soups & Chili

Desserts

860-429-4900
www.DogLaneCafe.com

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Welcome to 

“The Shops at Sawmill ” 
(A Community Market & Showplace) 

306 Rte. 169—S. Woodstock, CT 

860-928-7600 

Proudly featuring local artists, craftsmen, and 
“cottage industry” products from: 

*Ashford *Brooklyn *Central Village *Danielson 
*Dayville *Killingly *Manchester *Moosup *Mystic 
*N. Grosvenordale *Putnam *Salem *Thompson 

*Woodstock *Massachusetts *Rhode Island 

Open 7 days! 
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THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, INC.
W I N D H A M  R E G I O N

Not Yet a Member? 
Join the Chamber and be part of something Great!

1010 Main St.  Willimantic, CT 06226  860.423.6389  windhamchamber.com
The Chamber of Commerce, Windham Region proudly serves and represents the towns of Andover, Ashford,Bolton, Chaplin, Columbia, Coventry, 
Eastford, Hampton, Hebron, Lebanon, Mansfield, Scotland, Stafford, Union, Willington and Willimantic. 

Market your business and watch it grow for as little as $20 a month 
and receive these benefits:

Unlimited Networking Opportunities · Referrals · Creditibility 
Legislative Support · Business Resource Center · Special Programs
Health Council · Competitive Insurance Benefits · Promotion of 
Economic Development
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winyradio.com

Like us on

OSBREY 
BROADCASTING 

COMPANY

P.O. BOX 231
PUTNAM, CT 06260 

(860) 928-1350

OSBREY BROADCASTING COMPANY

WINY NECT Ad.pdf   10/9/13   11:25:49 AM



It feels like a fairy tale,
                  without the far, far away.

mysticcountry
                               C    O     N     N    E     C    T     I    C    U    T

A breath of fresh air
Between New York and Boston

mystic.org/MysticCountryConnecticut             /MysticCTTweets


